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October 24, 2024
The Honorable Tom Vilsack
The Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

As you are aware, Hurricane Helene has caused catastrophic damage to Georgia’s agricultural industry. Initial
numbers collected by the University of Georgia have estimated the total damage to our industry at $6.4 billion.
Direct crop losses to Georgia farmers and foresters will exceed $3 billion this year alone.

As the Chairman of the Georgia Senate Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee, I am joined by my
undersigned colleagues in writing to express our concern regarding the exclusion of Bulloch, Burke, Candler,
Effingham, Evans, Jenkins, Lincoln, Long, Pierce, Richmond, Screven, Tattnall, and Wayne Counties in Georgia
from the recent USDA Risk Management Agency’s initial Hurricane Indemnity Policy coverage area in the wake of
Hurricane Helene. We want to highlight the urgency of this matter on behalf of Georgia farmers who have faced
substantial damage and, as of the date of this letter, remain excluded from receiving the full benefits of the Hurricane
Indemnity Policy program under USDA’s proposed coverage area.

The exclusion of these counties from the initial trigger map is of great concern to Georgia’s Agricultural Community
and our state as a whole. These concerns are bolstered by the reported damage to the National Center for
Environmental Information Headquarters (NCEI) in Asheville, North Carolina as a result of Hurricane Helene. As
you know, these damages have affected NCEI’s ability to collect, maintain and interpret crucial IBTrACS data which
is used to assess eligibility for the Hurricane Indemnity Policy following similar natural disasters.

It is critical for RMA to conduct additional analysis to fully capture the force and impact of Hurricane Helene. We
are confident that a thorough analysis of all available data will provide your administration with a comprehensive
assessment of the devastating generational impact facing the aforementioned counties and other affected areas.

Farmers and communities across our state are counting on the indemnity coverage to help recover the substantial
losses they have suffered. We urge the United States Department of Agriculture to prioritize the reevaluation of all
available data from sources such as NOAA, IBTrACS, and reliable third party evaluations to ensure our farmers
receive the full support that they so desperately need as quickly as possible.

We appreciate your attention to this pressing matter and we are hopeful that a resolution is forthcoming. Thank you
for your continued support of Georgia’s agricultural community.

Sincerely,

YRV i

Russ Goodman
Chairman, Georgia Senate Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee
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